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Both old and youthful, foul and fair $
Their hearts are nigh to break with woe
For kin and lover who must go.
Convoy was ne'er more pitiful,
Nor men on their return more full
Of sorrow j many tears were shed
And many pious vows were said.
The convoy then returned at last j
The pilgrims on their road made haste.                                340
So on the king's appointed date.
Neither too early nor too late,
The host that God had stole away
From Satan met at Vezelay.25
Stole? Nay, He took them clear and fair j
'Twas for His sake they gathered there.
THE  MEETING AT VEZELAY
At Vezelay, mid mountains high,
God sheltered His own company,
And in the vales were many who
For Him had made their way thereto 5                                  350
In vineyard and on hillside slope
Slept many a mother's son and hope.
The day was warm, serene the night j
And here were gathered in a plight
With God such band of gentle birth
As never had been seen on earth.
Those gathered here did for His sake
Their lands and families forsake,
Forswore forever or as gage
Did pledge their precious heritage.,                                        360
Disseized themselves of land and sod,
That they might buy the love of God.
25 The Itinerariitm (pp. 14.9-50) gives the route of the march from Tours to
Vezelay via Azay-le-Rideau, Montrichard, Celles, La Chapelle, D'Anguillon and
Donzay.
See Note 21 above for the date of this meeting,